HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

19 years, Plato proposed the representation of celestial motion
by circles, which has been so prolific of scientific results,
Aristotle wrote a work on astronomy, now lost. Hipparkhos
of Bithynia (circa 160-120 B. C.) "the lover of truth and
labour", made his observations at Rhodes, but except his
commentary on the poem of Aratos, all his works have
perished and it is to Ptolemy, his great admirer, that we owe
our information about the extent and importance of his
researches ; to him is also due the reconciliation of observation
and theory, the procession of the equinoxes, etc. After him
Geminer, Kleomedes,Theodosios, Menelaos, Hipsikles, Strabo,
Cicero, Hyginos, and Pliny all bear testimony to the continuity
of astronomicalVesearch down to the time of Claudius Ptolemy
(100-160 A, D.), whose syntaxis with the commentary on it
by Theon, was so long the standard text-book on the subject.

"How far however, during the first five or six centuries
of the Christian era", says Dr. Burgess in the Journal of
the Royal Asiatic Society, 1893, p. 718, "such works of
later Greek astronomers reached India, we shall never probably
know for certain. We know this much that the forms and
methods of the Hindu Siddhantas are so evidently borrowed
from the Greek sources, that apart from the admission in some
of these works respecting the teaching of the Yavanas, there
could be no doubt as to their source." Professor Websr
in 1865 (Ind. Stud, vol x. p. 264 et seq) had already
drawn attention to the Suryaprajnapti, a Jaina astronomical
treatise, which from the resemblance its elements bear to
the system of the Jyotisha-vedanga, naturally suggests to
us the main features of Hindu science before it was modified
and affected by the Greeks, This new line of research was
followed by;the eminent savant Dr. G. Thibaut in the Journal
of the Bengal Asiatic Society for 1877, vol. xlvi pp. 107-127
and 181-205.
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